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Current Social Issues in British Education

Dealing With the Problem of Drugs in British Schools
A. Drug Education

The National Curriculum tells schools what they must teach about drugs. Note, that “drugs” includes medicines and legal drugs (alcohol and tobacco).

	Key Stage

	Age
	Content

	1
	5-7
	the role of drugs as medicines

	2
	7-11
	tobacco, alcohol and other drugs can have harmful effects

	3
	11-14
	· the abuse of alcohol, solvents, tobacco and other drugs affects health 
· immunization and medicines help the body to resist disease better
· how smoking affects lung structure and gas exchange

	4
	14-16
	the effects of solvents, tobacco, alcohol and other drugs on body functions


(DfES, 2007)
Good points about drugs education.
i. 
According to a report by the Office for Standards in Education (OFSTED), pupils learn enough about drugs in 80% of lessons at Key Stages 2, 3 and 4. 
ii. 
The quality of teaching is good in 60% of Key Stage 1 and 2 lessons and 50% of Key Stage 3 and 4 lessons. 
Recommendations for better drugs education

i.
OFSTED said that schools must do more to help students develop the values, attitudes and personal skills they need to stay away from drugs. It recommended schools to ask drug workers and youth workers to come and help with drug education. 
ii.
OFSTED suggested that schools give students useful telephone numbers, for example, numbers of help lines and organizations that help young people with drug problems 

iii. OFSTED mentioned that schools need to educate students more to resist the ‘legal drugs’
alcohol and tobacco, as these are often causing more trouble than the illegal drugs　(OFSTED, 2002).
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Current Social Issues in British Education

Dealing With the Problem of Drugs in British Schools
B. School Drug Policies - sniffer dogs
UK schools must have a drug policy. That means that schools have to find ways to stop pupils taking, buying or selling drugs in, or near, the school.  Some schools use sniffer dogs for this purpose.

Sniffer dogs are specially trained to smell drugs. Such dogs are used by the police or in places such as airports. Recently though, sniffer dogs have also been used both in schools and on school buses. Some schools want to use sniffer dogs and others do not want to use them. 
For.

i. 
Dr. Anthony Seldon, the head of a private school, pays a private security company to search his school with sniffer dogs each term. He has a very strict drug policy. If a pupil is caught with drugs, the pupil is automatically expelled. There are no second chances. Dr. Seldon believes that his strict policy helps the pupils to refuse drugs. Dr. Seldon believes that the government should pay for sniffer dogs to be used in all public schools. (BBC, 2007a)
ii.
A school in Scotland has announced a plan to use police sniffer dogs. The school does not have a drug problem but it does not want drugs to become a problem. Its goal is ensure that “the school is a safe place to learn" (BBC, 2006). According to the school nobody will know exactly when the dogs will visit. It is believed that this will “deter drug dealers from targeting the children” (BBC, 2006).
Against.

i.   Using drug sniffer dogs might result in innocent pupils being falsely accused. For example, if a pupil’s parents or relatives were smoking cannabis, then traces of the drug might be on the pupil’s clothes even if the pupil had not smoked cannabis. 
ii.
There are no clear guidelines. The police said “officers would not know what to do if a dog found a pupil or teacher possessing drugs” (BBC, 2007b). Because of this problem the local government in one area asked police to stop taking sniffer dogs into school (BBC, 2007b).
iii.
Using sniffer dogs to search pupils’ bags and lockers for drugs might be against their human rights. The government has told schools they must get consent before searching. Children who have not given consent should not be at school when the search is carried out.

iv. Using dogs may be offensive to religious groups such as Muslims, who consider dogs to be “unclean” (BBC, 2004).
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C. School Drug Policies - drug testing
UK schools must have a drug policy. That means that schools have to find ways to stop pupils taking, buying or selling drugs in, or near, the school.  Some schools use drug testing for this purpose.

Drug testing is usually done by analyzing a sample of saliva. Using this method it is possible to know whether a pupil has been taking illegal drugs such as ecstasy, speed cannabis, cocaine or heroine (BBC, 2005a). Schools that do drug testing randomly select the students to be tested by computer. Results from a survey of 1,000 parents show that 82% of parents and 66% of children support drug testing in schools (BBC, 2004).
For.
i.
Drug testing helps students resist peer pressure to take drugs and helps students to feel safer. As a result the school can provide a better environment for pupils (BBC, 2005a).
ii. 
Students are more successful at school. After one school in the south of England introduced drug testing in 2004, GCSE results improved. In 2005 “40% of pupils achieved five good GCSE passes, compared with 26%” in 2004 (BBC, 2005b). It is believed that the drug testing is partly responsible for the increase. As a result, the drugs testing scheme has been introduced into more schools in the area (BBC, 2006).
Against.
i.  
In order to test a pupil for drugs, schools must have consent. But only pupils who have not taken drugs will give consent. As a result, the tests will not be successful in catching any pupil with drugs (BBC, 2005c). 
ii.
The tests are only for illegal drugs. However, according to Steve Rolles of the Transform Drug Policy Foundation (BBC, 2005c), alcohol, tobacco and solvents are far more harmful.
iii. Drugscope chief executive Martin Barnes believes that drug testing will not be successful because it could drive “drug use further underground and could result in an increase in truancies and exclusions" (BBC, 2005c).
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Current Social Issues in British Education – Dealing With Drugs
A.  Drug Education
1. What does each stage of the National Curriculum teach about drugs? Complete the table.

	KEY STAGE
	AGE
	CONTENT

	Key Stage 1
	_______ - 7
	the role of drugs are as _________________.

	Key Stage 2
	7 -  ______ 
	____________, _____________ and other drugs can have ______________ effects.

	Key Stage 3
	____ - ____
	· the __________ of alcohol, _____________ and other drugs affects ____________; 
· ____________ and medicines help the body to ____________ _________________ better.
· How ______________ affects lung structure and gas exchange

	Key Stage 4
	14 - ______
	The effects of______________, ________________,

___________ and _________ __________ on
_______   ________________.


2. 
a) How successful are drug lessons at Key Stage 2, 3 and 4?  

    
b) How good is the quality of teaching at Key Stage 1 and 2?

c) How good is the quality of teaching at Key Stage 3 and 4?

3.  What three recommendations did OFSTED make to improve drug education?

a) 
Schools must help students to develop 
















in order to stay away from drugs.
b) 
Schools should give students 









c) 
Schools need to educate students more to resist 















because these are causing 






illegal drugs.
B.  School drug policies – sniffer dogs
4.  What is a “sniffer dog”?

It is a dog which is specially 


_________________________________.

5.  What are some good things about the policy of using sniffer dogs?

i.  
The strict policy helps pupils to 








ii. 
The policy makes the school a 




 to learn and it deters 







 from targeting children.

6. What are some points against using sniffer dogs in schools?
i.  
Innocent pupils might be 







.

ii. 
The police do not have clear 



 about what to do if the dogs catch a pupil or a teacher with drugs.

iii. Searching pupils’ bags or lockers with dogs might be against their 



iv. Some religious groups such as 


may find dogs 


 because they believe that dogs are 



.
C. School drug policies – drug testing

7.  How is drug testing done?

By taking a sample of 


 and analyzing it to see whether the pupil has taken drugs such as 





















8. What are some good things about the policy of drug testing?

i. 
It helps pupils to resist 




 and provides a better






 .

ii. It may help to improve pupils’ 


 results.
9. What are some points against doing drug testing in schools?

i. 
The drug tests will not catch any pupils with 

 because only pupils who have not



will give consent to being tested.
ii. 
The tests do not test for 







 and these are more harmful than illegal drugs.

iii. Drug testing might drive drug use 



 and result in more






 and 





10.  Discussion Questions

i.  
What do you think about the drug policies in schools in the UK?  Why?

ii. 
What do you think is the best way to stop pupils from taking drugs?  Why?

iii.
Who is worse, the drug user or the drug seller? Why?

iv. Do you agree that it is difficult to resist “peer pressure”? Why?

v. 
Who should be more responsible to stop children taking drugs? schools? parents? Why?
