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Current Social Issues in British Education
Background to British Education – The School System

Compulsory Education:

Age 5 -11
Primary School


(Infants 5 - 7 
Juniors 7 - 11)
Age 11 - 16
Comprehensive School

Non-Compulsory Education:

Age 3-5
Nursery School (kindergarten)


Age 16 - 18
Comprehensive School
Age 16 - 18
Vocational College


Students learn practical skills for jobs

Age 18 - 21**
University 



Students must pay for tuition
** 18-22 
Teaching College

** 18-24
Medical University
** All universities in England are private
Cost of education:



Tuition:

Free for everyone   (Nursery schools and universities are not free*)
Books:


Free for students aged 5 - 18
School Lunch:

Only free if your parents are poor

* In England and Wales university students must pay tuition fees but not in Scotland
Tests and Examinations:

7, 11, 14    - 
National Curriculum Tests. All students in England and Wales do the same test.
16

GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education) ***

18

GCSE ‘A’ Level**** 


***   Students who want to continue with GCSE “A” Levels have to pass GCSE examinations 

****
 “A” = Advanced

**** 
There are no entrance examinations to UK universities. The university you go to depends on your grades in GCSE “A” Level examinations.
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Current Social Issues in British Education
Background to British Education – The National Curriculum

What is the National Curriculum?

The National Curriculum is a plan that all public schools have to follow. 
It tells teachers what every child must know and be able to do at different ages.  
It sets levels in reading, writing, math and science which all students are expected to reach.

Goals of the National Curriculum

To give the same level of education to all students no matter where they live or study

To help teachers, students and parents to understand exactly what children need to learn at different ages

Organization of the National Curriculum

There are 4 levels called “Key Stages” plus a “foundation stage” for 3-5 year-olds. 

Key Stage 1 
  5-7 

Key Stage 2 
  7-11 

Key Stage 3 
11-14 

Key Stage 4 
14-16

The Key Stages explain what students should be able to do in each subject they study.

Tests and Teacher Reports
English and mathematics 
7/11/14

Science 


   11/14

The tests check what all children can do when they are asked the same questions. The tests help teachers learn how much their students understand about these subjects. 

Teachers also make a report on each student in addition to the national tests. This is called the “Assessment for Learning.” 
Teacher reports are made at 7 in English and mathematics, at 7, 11 and 14, in English, mathematics and science, and in all subjects at 14, so that a child's progress can be measured. 
Teachers have to follow a set of rules when they make their reports. These rules are the same for every school.
