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Current Social Issues in British Education

Background to British Education




Share your information about the school system and the National Curriculum 

The School System
	Age
	Compulsory
	School
	Tests     
	Cost

	3 – 5
	No
	Nursery
	
	Not free

	___-___

	yes
	_______________school
	7　　  ____________________________
11          NC* English, mathematics, science
	Free

	11 – 16

	__________
	Comprehensive school
	14          NC* English, mathematics, science
16          ____________________________

	_____________________

	___-___

	__________
	Comprehensive school
Vocational College


	18          GCSE “A” Levels
16-18     GNVQs**
	Free
Free

	18-21
18 – 22
18 – 24
	No
	University
Teaching College
Medical College
	Finals    Bachelor of Art/Science Degree
Finals    Bachelor of Education Degree
Finals    PhD degree
	Free in Scotland
Students pay for tuition in England and Wales


*　National Curriculum Test

** General National Vocational Qualification (GNVQ)
The National Curriculum
1. What does the National Curriculum tell teachers?
a) What they should know about teaching.
b) What level students must reach in different subjects.
c) How to make a plan for their classes.
d) How to work in a public school.
2. 
What are the goals of the National Curriculum?
3.  How many levels are there in the National Curriculum?
4. 
What do “Key Stages” explain?
5. 
At what ages do students have tests and teachers’ reports in English, mathematics and science?

