Current Social Issues in British Education
How big is the drug problem among school students?
General Information  

Illegal drugs are taken by young people from all levels of society; working class, middle class and upper class. These notes show how big the illegal drug problem is. 
A. Young People with a background of trouble at school
This article explains about a boy who didn’t like school. He caused trouble in class and didn’t do his homework. Teachers also complained that he didn’t do any school work. He was excluded from school when he was 15. He couldn’t get a job. His life got worse and he became a drug addict.

At first he smoked marijuana but this developed into taking ecstasy and cocaine. In order to pay for these drugs he had to steal things. As a result the police often came to his home to arrest him. Eventually his mother couldn’t stand this anymore and told him to leave home. 
He continued his life of drugs and crime and was sent to prison three times. The first time was at the age of eighteen. Eventually he was helped by a street youth worker and now he is free of drugs and living in a hostel. 
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Questions.

1. Why was Andy excluded from school?

2. What happened to him after he was excluded?

3. Why did he steal? 
4. Why did his mother tell him to leave home? 
5. Who helped him to stop taking drugs? 
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B. Students from privileged backgrounds (Eton)

1.
What kind of school is Eton? 
2.
What kind of drug policy does Eton have? 
3.
Why were some students expelled from Eton? 
4. According to unpublished research, what percentage of private school pupils have taken drugs by the time they are 14? 
5.
How many say they use drugs regularly? 
C. Students from ordinary middle class backgrounds 

6. When do teenagers from happy families start taking drugs? 
7. What is one of the most popular drugs at the club scene? 
8. For what reasons is cocaine becoming a popular drug? 

9. What effect does drug taking have on students? 
10. What happened when some schools introduced drug testing policies? 
D. Students from working class backgrounds 
11. What percentage of 14 year olds are smoking cannabis regularly? 

12. What is the situation with these drug users when they become 15? 
13. What family problems are these teenagers more likely to have? 
14. What gender, and what social class do these teenagers mostly come from? 
15. What has become part of the lifestyle of these teenagers? 
