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How big is the drug problem among school students?
General Information  

Illegal drugs are taken by young people from all levels of society; working class, middle class and upper class. These notes show how big the illegal drug problem is. 

C - Students from ordinary middle class backgrounds

It has been reported, (Ford, 2000), that teenagers with good educational backgrounds from happy families who expect to go to good universities are taking more drugs than ever before.

They start to take drugs when they go to dances and clubs. They take drugs partly because of peer pressure but they are also influenced by stars in movies and by other famous members of society. Ecstasy is one of the most popular drugs in dance clubs. However many teenagers are starting to take cocaine. This is because it is a drug which is popular among successful people, partly because it is much cheaper than it used to be.

Drug taking is a serious problem in schools. It stops students from studying properly. When some schools introduced drug tests, GCSE results improved. The number of students getting five GCSE passes increased. The BBC Education News (2006) reports that in 2005, twelve good GCSE passes were achieved by 40% of pupils, compared with 26% in 2004 and 32% the year before as a result of drugs testing.
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Questions

1. When do teenagers from happy families start taking drugs? 
2. What is one of the most popular drugs at the club scene? 
3. For what reasons is cocaine becoming a popular drug? 
4. What effect does drug taking have on students? 

5. What happened when some schools introduced drug testing policies?
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Questions.

A. Students with a background of trouble at school 

1. Why was Andy excluded from school?

2. What happened to him after he was excluded?

3. Why did he steal? 
4. Why did his mother tell him to leave home? 
5. Who helped him to stop taking drugs? 
B. Students from privileged backgrounds   

6. What kind of school is Eton? 
7. What kind of drug policy does Eton have? 
8. Why were some students expelled from Eton? 
9. According to unpublished research, what percentage of private school pupils have taken drugs by the time they are 14? [image: image1.png]



10. How many say they use drugs regularly? 

D. Students from working class backgrounds 

11. What percentage of 14 year olds are smoking cannabis regularly? 

12. What is the situation with these drug users when they become 15? 
13. What family problems are these teenagers more likely to have? 
14. What gender, and what social class do these teenagers mostly come from? 
15. What has become part of the lifestyle of these teenagers?
