Current Social Issues in British Education

How big is the drug problem among school students?
General Information  

Illegal drugs are taken by young people from all levels of society; working class, middle class and upper class. These notes show how big the illegal drug problem is. 

D - Students from working class backgrounds

A study by Queens University, Belfast (Northern Ireland) showed that about 10% of teenagers aged around 14 are smoking cannabis every day. This is very serious because, according to the researcher, Dr Patrick McCrystal, cannabis use at a young age may result in mental illness and other problems.

Dr. McCrystal also reports that by the age of 15 these teenagers are not just experimenting with the drug or using it for fun anymore. They have become more permanent drug users.

In addition he reports that these teenagers are ''more likely to spend their evenings away from the family home, have poor levels of communication with their families, and be disaffected (dissatisfied) with school".

According to the researchers 70% of frequent users were boys, and about 65% of all the cannabis smokers were from the poorest families. Furthermore these drug users commit more crime and are more anti social. This has become part of their lifestyle.

Reference:
l4-year-olds 'use cannabis daily' (2007) BBC Education News. Retrieved April 25, 2007 from http://news.bbc.co.u|go/pr/g/-/2/hi/uk news/northern-ireland/656637.stm

Questions

1. What percentage of 14 year olds are smoking cannabis regularly? 

2. What is the situation with these drug users when they become 15? 

3. What family problems are these teenagers more likely to have? 

4. What gender, and what social class do these teenagers mostly come from? 

5. What has become part of the lifestyle of these teenagers? 
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Questions.

A. Students with a background of trouble at school 

1. Why was Andy excluded from school?

2. What happened to him after he was excluded?

3. Why did he steal? 
4. Why did his mother tell him to leave home? 
5. Who helped him to stop taking drugs? 
B. Students from privileged backgrounds

6. What kind of school is Eton? 
7. What kind of drug policy does Eton have? 
8. Why were some students expelled from Eton? 
9. According to unpublished research, what percentage of private school pupils have taken

drugs by the time they are 14? 

10. How many say they use drugs regularly? 
C. Students from ordinary middle class backgrounds 

11. When do teenagers from happy families start taking drugs? 
12. What is one of the most popular drugs at the club scene? 
13. For what reasons is cocaine becoming a popular drug? 
14. What effect does drug taking have on students? 
15. What happened when some schools introduced drug testing policies? 
