Current Social Issues in British Education
The Drug Problem in British Schools
A. Drugs and the Law in the UK
Using and selling drugs in the UK is a serious offence. In the UK drugs are classified into Class A, Class B and Class C. Class A drugs include the most dangerous drugs such as Ecstasy, LSD, cocaine and heroine. Class B drugs include amphetamines, for example, the drug “speed” and Class C drugs include cannabis, as well as painkillers and other drugs. The official penalties for possession and selling Class A drugs are severe. For possession of a Class A drugs, people could receive seven years in prison and an unlimited fine. People caught selling Class A drugs could receive a penalty of life in prison and an unlimited fine. Possession of Class C drugs also carries a penalty of two years in prison, and people selling these drugs could receive a 14 year prison sentence and/or an unlimited fine (Home Office, 2007). 
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B. Drug Use among School Students Living in England
	%


	Took drugs during the last month
	Took drugs the year before
	Take drugs at least once a month
	Have taken Class A Drugs
	Have taken cannabis
	Took drugs during the last month
	Took drugs in 2006
	Use drugs at least once a month

	2001
	12
	20
	----
	4
	13.4
	
	
	

	2005
	11
	19
	6
	---
	-----
	
	
	

	2006
	9
	17
	4
	4
	10.1
	
	
	

	　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
	11 year olds (%)
	3
	---
	---

	　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
	15 year olds (%)
	17
	29
	8


In the UK, 38 per cent of 15 and 16 year olds have tried cannabis. This is one of the highest rates among 35 European countries.  (NHS, 2007a)
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C. School Students and “Legal” Drugs
In Britain, alcohol and tobacco are “legal” drugs.  Under present UK laws, people are allowed to smoke and to drink alcohol from the age of 18. Smoking is banned in enclosed public areas across the UK.
According to the BBC (2007), about 9% of 11 to 15-year-olds in the UK smoke. Also a (2007) survey by West Sussex Primary Care Trust (PCT) about teenagers’ lifestyles found out that 30% of girls were smokers compared with 20% of boys. The Institute of Alcohol Studies (2002) reported that over 5% of 14-15 year olds, and just under 10% of 15-16 year olds in England drink more than the UK guideline healthy limits for adults*.  A survey of 15 and 16 year-olds by the European School Survey Project on Alcohol and Other Drugs (ESPAD), (2004) found 26% of boys and 29% of girls in the UK had indulged in binge drinking** at least three times in the previous month. In 2007, an annual survey of 290 schools found that pupils who had drunk in the last seven days, consumed 11.4 units. In 2001 the figure was 10.4 units. (NHS, 2007b)
* 
The guidelines say that adult men should drink no more than 3-4 units and adult women should drink no 
more than 2-3 units per day. 1 unit = 280ml beer, or 125ml wine.
**
Binge drinking means drinking more than 5 drinks in a row.
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1.  Homework: Answer the questions for your reading (A, B, or C). In class, share your information.
A. Drugs and the Law in the UK
	Class of Drug
	Example (s)
	Penalty for possession
	Penalty for dealing

	Class A
	
	
	

	Class B
	
	

	Class C
	
	
	


B. Drug Use among School Pupils Living in England
The figures show that:

	1.  Drug use among pupils in UK schools:

a. is worse than in the past

b. is going down slightly

c. is the same as 6 years ago


	3. Some children as young as 15:

a. take drugs more than once a month

b. take drugs every day

c. take drugs once a week



	2. Quite a large percentage of school pupils:

a. take drugs every day

b. take Class A drugs

c. have taken an illegal drug


	4. 15 year olds:

a. take more drugs than average

b. take fewer drugs than average

c. take more cannabis than average




C. School Pupils and “Legal” Drugs
True are false?

____People over the age of 18 are allowed to smoke and drink

____Smoking is allowed in public places

____Girls smoke more than boys

____Some 14 – 16 year olds drink too much alcohol
____More than 25% of 15-16 year olds drink more than 5 drinks in a row when they go out

____Pupils only drink a small amount of alcohol when they drink.

____Pupils are drinking less now than they did in 2001.

2. Discussion.
a. 
Do Japanese school students take legal or illegal drugs? Which drugs? 

b. How many people do you know under the age of 20 who smoke and/or drink alcohol?

How often do they smoke/drink? How much do they smoke/drink?

c. Why do you think that more girls smoke than boys?

d. What do you think is the best way to stop school pupils from taking drugs? Who should be aware? Who should be involved? Who should take action? What action should be taken?
