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Current Social Issues in British Education
Ethnic groups - The problem of low achievement   A
The Department for Education and Skills classifies achievement in school tests according to ethnic group, gender and poverty (Black Pupils, 2006). We have already seen that poverty affects pupils’ achievement at school and we have studied some government policies such as Excellence in Cities, the Literacy and Numeracy Strategy and Education Maintenance Allowance which are designed to give pupils from poor backgrounds a chance to get better results at school. This section looks at school achievement according to Race (or ethnic background).
Academic Achievement of Ethnic Groups
A. These figures show the percentage of each racial group that got 5 good GCSEs (Grade C or above) between 2000 and 2006. 
1. Ask STUDENT B for the missing information (*)
	
	2000
	2003
	2004
	2006

	National Average
	*
	-----
	-----
	56.9%

	White 
	50.0%
	-----
	-----
	59.0%

	Chinese
	*
	-----
	74.2%
	79.3%

	Indian

	65.0%
	-----
	66.6%
	71.4%

	Pakistani & Bangladeshi
	30.0%
	-----
	45.0%
	*

	Black African
	-----
	*
	-----
	50.0%

	Black Caribbean
	-----
	33.1%
	-----
	44.4%


B. Work together with STUDENT B. Answer the following questions:

1.  Which ethnic group usually gets the best results in GCSE?
2.  Which ethnic group gets the worst results in GCSE?
3.  Which ethnic group shows the biggest improvement in GCSE results?
4. Which groups improved more than the national average?
5. What do you think are reasons for low achievement among ethnic groups?
