Excellence in Schools

1997 Government policy to raise standards in schools
Excellence in Schools was an important government policy. It has changed the way that schools work in UK.
Helping Young Children More
1. Children are tested in their first term at school and the results used to measure their progress. 

2. Under the government’s National Literacy Strategy, all schools have a literacy hour. The government claims that it has improved reading and writing standards.
3. Class sizes are 30 or less for all children aged 5 to 7. 

Improving School Standards
1. All schools are required to have high expectations from their students. They have to make targets to show what they will achieve. Unsuccessful schools can be closed down and re opened with new staff.
2. All school results are published in the newspapers every year to show which schools are successful and which schools are unsuccessful.
3. Schools are inspected regularly by OFSTED. Schools are given little notice of inspection.

Modernizing Schools
1. Children are put in groups according to their ability in all schools for science, mathematics and languages. 
2. All pupils have to finish the summer term when they turn 16 so that they can take GCSE examinations.
3. Homework guidelines spell out how much homework children should do at different ages and there are homework clubs in many secondary and primary schools.

Raising Teaching Standards
1. To be a head teacher, a special qualification is now required. People cannot become a head teacher just by being promoted. 
2. New teachers have to serve a trial year before they are can get a permanent job at a school.

3. Schools can get rid of bad teachers more easily now compared to the past. 
Involving Adults in Children’s Education
1. Schools have mentors for children because research shows that children get better results when an adult shows interest in what they do at school.
2. Parents sign a Home-school contract which covers discipline, homework and attendance. 
3. All primary schools try to involve parents in their children's reading especially when children are young. 
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Excellence in Schools was an important government policy. It has changed the way that schools work in UK.
Talk to other students and complete this worksheet.

Helping Young Children More

How is children’s progress measured?
What has the “National Literacy Strategy” helped to improve?
How large are classes for 5 to 7 year olds?

Improving School Standards
What happens if a school does not have high enough expectations of its students?

Why are school results published in the newspapers every year?

What does OFSTED do regularly?

Modernizing Schools
How are children divided into groups in science, mathematics and languages?
Why must children stay at school until the end of summer even though they are 16?

How do many secondary and primary schools help their students to do homework?

Raising Teaching Standards
What do you need in order to become a head teacher?

What must new teachers do in order to get a permanent teaching job?

What can schools do if teachers are not good enough?

Involving Adults in Children’s Education
Why do schools employ mentors to show interest in their students’ school work?

What do parents have to sign?

What do primary schools try to do when children are young?
