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Twelve of the top thirteen places in the GCSE ‘A- Level’ school league tables are occupied by single-sex schools. Does this mean that single-sex schools are better than co-educational schools?   Why have single sex schools, particularly girl’s schools, achieved better results than co-educational schools? The following information is a summary of what one newspaper article says on this subject.
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Girls do better at A level because of the nature of the examination itself.  In other words, the nature of the examination has changed during the last twenty years. A Levels used to be assessed only on the final examination. Now they are assessed on coursework as well as a final examination. According to this article, girls do not perform well under time pressure in examinations. Now, because coursework is also assessed, they can get better results because ‘girls are more effective at sustained effort’

This article also mentions other reasons why girls do better:

‘Girls collaborate naturally’. In other words they work together in groups helping each other and sharing information. Boys tend to be more individual, and tend not to work in groups at A Level.

‘Girls tend to understate their achievements’. In other words girls tend to be less confident about their abilities even if they are good. On the other hand, boys tend to be overconfident. As a result girls often over-study for examinations, because they feel they feel they do not know enough, while boys do not study enough,  because they believe they know more than they do.

The article goes on to mention why girls in girls schools do better.

1. ‘The expectations of all concerned with them promote success’.  

There is much evidence these days that shows that when schools, parents and teachers have high expectations of students, they get better results. The article mentions that the schools’ staff ‘set high standards based on years of experience of what heights girls can achieve’. In other words the schools know the limits of what girls are able to do, and they base their standards on this knowledge.

2.‘Learning with other girls provides appropriate challenge, shared goals and the 
absence of distraction by boys at most vulnerable time in a girl’s  development’

This point actually mentions three things; appropriate challenge, in other 
words tasks which are designed with girls strengths in mind; shared goals, which means that the girls have to achieve the same levels. These goals may not be the same as boys’ goals. The last point refers to the fact that girls may not be able to concentrate on their studies because they are interested in boys in their class or even in their school.

