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Twelve of the top thirteen places in the GCSE ‘A- Level’ school league tables are occupied by single-sex schools. Does this mean that single-sex schools are better than co-educational schools?   Why have single sex schools, particularly girl’s schools, achieved better results than co-educational schools? The following information is a summary of one newspaper article says on this subject.

The point of this article is that boys do better in single-sex schools. In 1997, single-sex boys state schools averaged 20% per candidate (entrant) at A- Level compared with 16.6 in mixed schools, and among independent (private) schools, single-sex schools scored an average of 25.3 points compared to 21.7 in co-educational schools.

Most studies on single-sex education have focused on girls, because it was thought that they were ‘disadvantaged by more assertive boys’ In other words boys tend to dominate the classes.

This article says that it may be easier to ‘establish academic momentum in a single-sex school’ In other words it is easier to keep the students studying (because they are not distracting or dominating each other socially).  It also says that ‘boys feel that they have greater freedom to be themselves and to develop as they wish’   In co-educational schools it is possible that boys may behave according to ‘boy stereotypes’ (Girls may also behave according to ‘girl stereotypes’). If the opposite sex is not present, then this does not happen so much.  This is important, because in subjects such as English Literature boys are afraid to express their true feelings in front of girls. On the other hand in science subjects boys may often dominate a mixed class.

However, the information may not be completely reliable. Professor Smithers, who has done research on this subject, says that the only thing to be certain of is that separation of sexes ‘does not have an effect on exam results on all occasions’. In other words he says that both boys and girls in single-sex classes do not always do better in examinations than those in co-educational classes. 
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