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Twelve of the top thirteen places in the GCSE ‘A- Level’ school league tables are occupied by single-sex schools. Does this mean that single-sex schools are better than co-educational schools?   Why have single sex schools, particularly girl’s schools, achieved better results than co-educational schools? The following information is a summary of what one newspaper article says on this subject

This article discusses the success that students in co-educational schools have had in GCSE after being divided into single sex classes. (This kind of experiment has been happening for at least the last 20 years, so it is not completely new). 

The schools which have been involved in the experiments believe that their ideas could become a model for raising standards in core subjects, in which one sex tends to dominate.

For example they found that girl’s results in mathematics improved when they were segregated. On the other hand, boys improved in English, ‘where they are often worried about expressing their feelings about literature’ (in front of girls).

David Penketh, head teacher of a school in Essex (north of London) says that the atmosphere in class is better, that children are more ‘secure’ and that they feel less need for stereotyped behaviour.

This school was warned by inspectors four years ago that boys were ‘falling behind’ (not doing as well as girls), so they started segregation then.  Since then the number of children getting five or more A-C grades at GCSE has increased from 19.7% to 29.4% during the last year.

In mathematics both girls and boys grades increased because ‘Girls feel they haven’t got boys distracting them and boys have a more mature approach on their own’. One of the boys, Darren Kipling felt that ‘the boys got along better without the girls’.

The article mentions that one of the reasons for low achievement, particularly among boys in arts subjects, are  a result of ‘macho’ stereotyping, For example in Barnsley, West Yorkshire, where boys were getting low grades, a council report said that boys were often encouraged (by their parents and friends) to have a ‘boisterous and aggressive attitude’ which they then brought to school with them, Also low expectations by teachers and parents was another cause.  

Finally the head teacher of Willowgarth school says that ‘boys tend to be overconfident about their examination chances, while girls tend to be overanxious and overcompensate by working harder’.
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