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Current Social Issues in British Education

The Problem of Low Achievement in British Schools -  Introduction

Overview
The present government of the promised to spend more money on education and to improve standards in all schools in Britain.  In 1997 the government thought that some schools were not good enough, so they decided to improve standards in schools. They introduced a new policy called “Excellence in Schools”. It was not completely successful because poor school standards are only one of the reasons for low achievement. In fact, the government realized that poverty was a major reason. As a result, various new policies have been made to help students from poor backgrounds.
In the following classes we will examine the idea that poverty stops children from getting good school results. We will look at various research about the problem and then at some solutions.
Before we study the issue though, discuss the questions below:

1. What do you think is the biggest reason for low achievement? Why?

2.  Why did some students get bad results at your elementary school, junior high school and high school?  Choose one or more of the reasons below:

Reasons

The school was bad

They were from poor families

They came from a group which is discriminated against in Japanese society (racial, ethnic, social group)

They were boys, or they were girls

They had a “bad attitude” towards the class, the teacher, the school, or education

3. If your child was getting bad school results, what would you do?

4. Whose responsibility is it for students to do well at school, parents, children, teachers, school, or the government?  Give reasons.
