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STUDENT  B
Factors associated with low achievement

a. Poverty. White pupils who get free school meals have lower achievement than other ethnic groups

b. High unemployment in the pupils’ neighborhoods
c. Whether the children come from single parent households 

d. Parents have low educational qualifications 

e. Children with Special Educational Needs
f. Poor reading and writing scores at primary school cause low achievement later

Boys are worse than girls at reading and writing in primary school. 

79% boys compared to 80% of girls reached Level 4 in reading in 2006 

59% boys compared to 75% of girls reached Level 4 in writing in 2006 

g. Not speaking English at home has a short term effect. By secondary school, most African and Asian students do not have a problem with this.

h. 14 per cent of low achievement is because of poor school quality. However some government programmes such as Excellence in Cities and Specialist Schools have helped to reduce low achievement. Other factors such as school leadership and school philosophy cannot be measured so it is hard to say that they have an impact on low achievement.

i. Students from disadvantaged backgrounds are more likely to attend worse-performing schools. This affects the results particularly of minority ethnic students and students with Special Educational Needs.
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A.

1. Which groups have low achievement?

Students who do not __________ any GCSE/GNVQ examinations at all.

Students whose _________ are not higher than “D” in any _______________

Students who do not pass either _____________ or ___________________

Students who do not pass at least five ________________, including English and mathematics at any ____________.

2. Which ethnic group has the most low achievers?

3. What kind of background do most low achievers come from? 

4. What kind of areas are low achievers usually from?

5. What gender are most low achievers?

6. Which ethnic group are the least successful on average? 
B.

1. What economic factors cause low achievement?

________________ and high ___________________ in the pupils’ neighborhoods.
2. What family factors cause low achievement?

__________________________ households and parents’ low _______________________.

Also not  ________________________________________at home has a short term effect.

3. What educational factors cause low achievement?

Poor ____________________________________________scores at primary school 

cause low achievement _________________.

Also 14% of low achievement is caused by poor____________________________________.

This is important because students from disadvantaged backgrounds are more likely to attend 

_____________________________ schools, so it affects the results of _________________

ethnic students and children with Special __________________________________.
