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Current Social Issues in British Education

Low Educational Achievement  – Solutions 

B.　 Excellence in Cities
“Preventing Social Exclusion” is the Government Policy aimed at: 

· prevention of poverty, 

· reintegration into society of those who have become excluded, and 

· improvement of basic minimum standards

B. Excellence In Cities 

1. Learning Support Units, (LSU), help students who might be permanently excluded. When a student causes trouble at school and is excluded, the student goes to an LSU and receives help about how to behave properly.

Permanent exclusions fell by 18% between 1997 and 1999 due to the work of LSUs.

2. Reducing Truancy

The government offers “Truancy Buster” awards to schools that successfully reduce truancy. 

In York, crime during school hours fell by 66% after truancy was tackled. In Newham car crime

fell by 70% when the police went around town and made truants return to school.

3. Learning Mentors are employed by many schools. They take an interest in what children are studying at school. This has been shown to improve children’s results at school.

There are 1,500 learning mentors in secondary schools and 900 in primary schools

I. Write answers to these questions.  (4 points)
1.  What is the policy, “Preventing Social Exclusion aimed at?

a.

b.

c.

2.  What do Learning Support Units do?

     How successful are they?

3.  How does the government encourage schools to reduce truancy?
     What happened when truancy was tackled in York and Newham?

4. What does a Learning Mentor do?

    Why?

II. Find students who have other information. Ask them questions and take notes.

A. Literacy and Numeracy Strategies
(3 points)
1.  What may happen when adults have poor literacy and numeracy skills?

2 a. What has the government introduced?

    b. Why?

3. What does the government claim as a result of this policy?

C. Connexions Service
(3 points)
1.  What is the goal of the Connexions Service?

2.  What do Personal Advisors do?

3. How do young people add points to their Connexions Card?

D. Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)
(3 points)
1. What is the goal of EMA?

2. Who is the EMA for?

3. What must young people do to get EMA 

