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Current Social Issues in British Education

 Low Educational Achievement  – Solutions
C.　 Connexions Service
“Preventing Social Exclusion” is the Government Policy aimed at: 

· prevention of poverty, 

· reintegration into society of those who have become excluded, and 

· improvement of basic minimum standards

C. Connexions Service

The goal of the Connexions Service is to motivate and support young people. Under this scheme “Personal Advisors” give advice, support and guidance to teenagers. The Connexions service operates in schools, colleges of education and other places. It aims to:

· Improve participation and achievement in education and training

· Reduce drug abuse

· Reduce crime

· Reduce teenage pregnancy rates

Young people who use the service get a “Connexions Card.”  They make an agreement with their Personal Advisor. For example they agree to behave well, reach learning goals, attend school, arrive on time for class or achieve other targets. If they succeed, they get points on their Connexions Card.

They can use the Connexions Card points to get discounts in shops and other rewards. 

I. Write answers to these questions.  (4 points)

1.  What is the policy, “Preventing Social Exclusion aimed at?

a.

b.

c.

2.  What is the goal of the Connexions Service?

3.  What do Personal Advisors do?

4. How do young people add points to their Connexions Card?
II. Find students who have other information. Ask them questions and take notes.

A. Literacy and Numeracy Strategies
(3 points)
1.  What may happen when adults have poor literacy and numeracy skills?

2 a. What has the government introduced?

   b. Why?

3. What does the government claim as a result of this policy?

B. Excellence in Cities
(3 points)
2.  What do Learning Support Units do?

     How successful are they?

3.  How does the government encourage schools to reduce truancy?

     What happened when truancy was tackled in York and Newham?

4. What does a Learning Mentor do?

    Why?

D. Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)
(3 points)
1. What is the goal of EMA?

2. Who is the EMA for?

3. What must young people do to get EMA 

