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Current Social Issues in British Education

Low Educational Achievement - Solutions
D.　 Education Maintenance Allowance
“Preventing Social Exclusion” is the Government Policy aimed at: 

· prevention of poverty, 

· reintegration into society of those who have become excluded, and 

· improvement of basic minimum standards

D. Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)
The goal of EMA is to get young people from low-income families to stay at school after the age of 16 by offering them financial support.
The scheme is for young people over the age of 16 whose parents have a low income. If their parents’ combined income is up to £20,817 per year they can get £30 per week. From £20,817 to £25,521 per year they get £20 a week, and if it is £25,522 to £30,810 per year they can get £10 a week. Young people in the EMA scheme also get bonuses for getting good results.
In order to get EMA young people must sign a “learning agreement” promising good attendance, good behaviour and good achievement. 
By 2005 more than 297,000 young people had benefited from EMA 
I. Write answers to these questions.  (4 points)

1.  What is the policy, “Preventing Social Exclusion” aimed at?

a.

b.

c.

2. What is the goal of EMA?
3. Who is the EMA for?

4. What must young people do to get EMA 

II. Find students who have other information. Ask them questions and take notes.

A. Literacy and Numeracy Strategies
(3 points)
1.  What may happen when adults have poor literacy and numeracy skills?

2 a. What has the government introduced?

   b. Why?

3. What does the government claim as a result of this policy?

B. Excellence in Cities
(3 points)
2.  What do Learning Support Units do?

     How successful are they?

3.  How does the government encourage schools to reduce truancy?

     What happened when truancy was tackled in York and Newham?

4. What does a Learning Mentor do?

    Why?

C. Connexions Service
(3 points)
1.  What is the goal of the Connexions Service?

2.  What do Personal Advisors do?

3. How do young people add points to their Connexions Card?

